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Photos: Lynx female JISKRA with kittens 2017 
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1.  Introduction  

The precise knowledge of the population sõ status is a necessary prerequisite for the 
efficient conservation of lynx in Central Europe. The five  countries cooperating in 3Lynx 
project (Czech Republic, Germany, Austria, Slovenia  and Italy) therefore launched two 
pilot lynx monitoring systems (one for BBA region, one for SE Alps-Dinaric region) which 
are aimed to harmonize lynx monitoring among countries sharing the same lynx 
population and produce transnationally comparable , high quality data sets. The 
implementation of these systems is planned for 30 months.  
 
The results of this monitoring are summarized in four lynx monitoring reports  (3Lynx 
project deliverable T2.2.2). For the Bohemian-Bavarian-Austrian (BBA) lynx population 
two reports are prepared: report for lynx year 2017 (1.5.2017 ð 30.4.2018) and for lynx 
year 2018 (1.5.2018 ð 30.4.2019). The present report has been prepared for lynx year 
2017. 
 
The BBA lynx monitoring reports serve as a base for the BBA population status review, an 
important input fo r the BBA lynx conservation strategy (3Lynx project output O.T3.3), 
the strategy being the main result of the 3Lynx project.  

 

Working with stakeholders  
To achieve high efficiency of the monitoring and ensure wide acceptance of the data 
produced by pilot lynx monitoring system, key stakeholders (hunters, foresters, nature 
conservationists) are actively involved in to lynx  monitoring. In order to ensure that the 
monitoring has also a trust -building effect, a huge effort  has been put into the personal 
communication with regional forest services and hunting associations about lynx bi ology, 
ecology and monitoring. Common fieldwork of project experts and hunters/foresters, 
along with transparency of data analysis processes, should help build trust amongst 
these interest groups. 
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2.  Study Area 

The study area (Fig. 1) stretches across the border triangle of Czech Republic (Bohemia), 
Germany (Bavaria) and Austria. Its boundaries are determined by the Danube River in 
the South, Kruģn® hory and Frankenwald in the North, Waldviertel and Vysońina in the 
East and Frªnkische Alb in the West.  
 
The study area was defined for the purpose of lynx monitoring and habitat modelling in 
2013 during TransLynx project. It was delineated by experts based on the knowledge of 
lynx habitat use, large -scale occurrence of signs of lynx presence over the previous 15 
years and in accordance to the habitat models of Schadt (1998), Schadt et al.  (2002), 
Rudolph & Fetz (2008), and Romportl in Andœl et al. (2010). Besides core habitat areas, 
it also includes adjacent suitable habitat patches where lynx is supposed to occur only 
sporadically.  The study area was defined big enough to consider long -distance 
dispersers, migrants, habitat features and a possible future spreading of the BBA 
population.  
 

 
Figure 1: Study  area 
 
 

2.1 Area monitored with camera -traps 

Generally, data from public and/or chance findings were gathered from the whole study 
area. The area monitored  with camera-traps consisted of 130 grid cells of size 10  km by 
10 km based on European grid (ETRS89 grid, projection ETRS LAEA 5210). Its total size 
was therefore 13 000 km 2 (Figure 2).  
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Figure 2: Map of monitored area.  Altogether 130 grid cells of European grid (10  km by 
10 km) were monitored by 3Lynx project partners (ALKA Wildlife, G reen Heart of 
Europe, Nature Conservation Agency of the Czech Republic, Bavarian Environment 
Agency, Ģumava National Park), in cooperation with Hnut² DUHA and National Park 
Bavarian Forest. Altogether 2 -8 camera-trapping sites were monitor ed in each grid with 
one or two cameras installed at one site. Besides that, snow tracking and gathering of 
DNA samples was conducted in some grid cells as a complementary method of lynx 
monitoring.  
 
Monitored grid cells were selected according to their habitat quality,  protection status 
of the area  (protected landscape area, Natura 2000 site) , probability of lynx occurrence 
in the area  (given mainly  by distance and connectivity to the  core area of the 
population ) and the cooperation of hunters and forest  owners. They cover the core of 
the population  with the largest continuous patches of lynx habitat ( national parks 
Ģumava and Bavarian Forest, Protected Landscape Area Ģumava and Nature Park 
Bavarian Forest) and also other significant patches  of suitable habitat , which are 
inhabited by lynx or which are characterized by a high chance of lynx occurrence  (see 
Figure 3).  
 
Thus, the protected landscape areas of BlanskĶ les, Ńesky les, SlavkovskĶ les and Brdy 
were monitored on the Czech side along with  unprotected areas in the Czech -Austrian 
border region and north from Protected Landscape Area Ģumava. In Bavaria, grid cells 
were chosen based on expert knowledge of lynx habitat use, large -scale occurrence of 
lynx signs over the previous 15 years and existing habitat models (see Chapter 2 for 
details). In Austria, the areas adjacent to the population c ore as well as larger habitat 
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patches, stepping stones and corridors along Czech-Austrian border, further east and 
south were monitored.  
 

 
Figure 3: Map of monitored area s based on lynx habitat model  (Romportl 2015). Besides 
population core areas with the largest patches of continuous lynx  habitats , significant  
habitat patches, stepping stones and corridors in the outskirt areas were monitored as 
well.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


